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1 SonarWiz Contacts Merge Tutorial 

This tutorial provides some examples of the GUI view of multiple projects, where you 

want to combine (merge) the contacts from both projects, into a single, master project. 

Two examples are given: 

(1) Where the two projects are separately named projects on the SAME computer 

(PC1), and 

(2) Where the two projects are identically named projects on DIFFERENT computers 

(PC1 and PC2) 

Slightly different procedures are necessary in these two cases, so we distinguish them 

in two separate examples.  

These examples enact the procedures described in the 6/2/2011 SonarWiz -5 Technical 

Note entitled "Importing Contacts (Transferring contacts from one project, to 

another)", which is available at www.chestech-support.com, in the SonarWiz 5 

Technical Notes section.  

http://www.chestech-support.com/
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The last stage of both examples is identical: two projects in DIFFERENT full path 

names, must exist and be browsable from ONE computer, where SonarWiz is running, 

to be merged.  

2 Example 1 - Merging Two Separately Named Projects 

This case represents where two separate projects exist, perhapos on the same 

computer and same hard drive D:, but they have two different project names, e.g. 

Project 1 and Project 2. 

2.1 Project 1 - Contacts 0001 and 0002 

Project 1 is at this path: 

D:\SonarWiz-Projects\Project1 

The line 0004 was imported, and two contacts names Contact0001 and Contact0002 

were created on it, like this: 

 

 

2.2 Project2 - Contacts 0003 and 0004 

Project 2 is on the same hard drive, and also imported the same line 0004, at this path: 

D:\SonarWiz-Projects\Project2 
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The line 0004 was imported, and two contacts names CONTACT0003 and 

CONTACT0004 were created on it, like this: 

 

 

2.3 Merging all contacts into Project1 

Project1 will be the master project, and we will open it, and import the Project2 contacts 

into it. To do so, we open the Project1, then open the contact manager, then click on the 

IMPORT button.  
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This results in a files-browser opening, where you then select Project2 folder, and select 

the ContactDBR001.DB3 file, which is the Project2 Contact Database: 

 

Here you have to: 
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(1) select the contacts that you want to import, which we did by checking the checkbox 

before CONTACT0003 and CONTACT0004, then 

(2) Click OK to import them. 

If you have already imported these contacts, they will appear greyed out, like this, and 

you can;t import them again: 

 

 

Project1 now shoes all 4 contacts in the ContactManager, and in the Mosaic view: 
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One reason this all worked was that the projects were basically identical, each having 

imported the same raw sonar line 0004. A second reasn was that the project paths were 

different. Behind the scenes, here are some interesting differences: 

(1) Project 1 ContactDBR0001.DB3 database had references to the target image and 

CSF folders of Project 1, which were here: 

Target image folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-Projects\Project1\Targets 

CSF file folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-Projects\Project1\Targets 
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(2) Project2 ContactDBr0001.DB3 database had references to the target image and 

CSF folders of Project 2, which were here: 

Target image folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-Projects\Project2\Targets 

CSF file folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-Projects\Project2\Targets 

You can see how the SonarWiz software could become confused, if the same-name 

project (Project1) was moved to Project2 folder on this computer, from another 

computer, but the DB3 file folders still said this: 

Target image folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-Projects\Project1\Targets 

CSF file folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-Projects\Project1\Targets 

We'll deal with that case in the next section, and explain how to get around the issue.  

 

3 Identical Project Paths - Different Computers 

In this example, we have Project3 on PC1, with contacts 0001, 0002, 0003, and 

Project3 on PC2, with contacts 0004, 0005, 0006. We'll show how to merge all the 

contacts into Project3 on PC1. 
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3.1 PC1 - Project3 - Contacts 000, 0001, and 0002 

 

On PC1, the project paths are: 

Project folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-projects\Project3 

Targets folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-projects\Project3\Targets 

CFS files folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-projects\Project3\CSF 

3.2 PC2 - Same Project and Path Names 

On PC2, it is problematic that the project paths are identical: 

On PC2, the project paths are: 

Project folder: 
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D:\SonarWiz-projects\Project3 

Targets folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-projects\Project3\Targets 

CFS files folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-projects\Project3\CSF 

and we have created 3 contacts, 0004, 0005, and 0006: 

 

The reason that this is a problem, is that if you simply move PC3 Project 3 onto PC1, 

even if you put it into a new folder such as D:\SonarWiz-Projects\Project4, the 

ContactDBR001.DB3 file of Project4 will still have the identical path names as Project 3. 

This is not easy to see without opening the ContactDBR001.DB3 file with an SQL DB3 

file viewer, such as SQLite2009Pro, but if you did that, you would see that the paths 

were the same. If the paths are identical, then SonarWiz will not be able to merge 

contacts, because it will be looking in the wrong place for the target image files and CSF 

files. .  
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That is a problem, is that SonarWiz will not be able to find the real target image files, 

and the CSF files, to which the Project 4 DB3 file is referring.  

3.2.1 Updating Project4 ContactDBR001.DB3 path names on PC1  

The way to repair this, is to open Project4, with SonarWiz, once it has been moved to 

PC1, and have a special Contact Options  checkbox OPEN ...  

 

With "Retain link to source CSFs ..."  check-box OPEN, when the Project4 folder file 

"Project3.mml" from PC2 is opened on PC1, then the target and CSF file paths will be 

corrected to be: 

Project path: 

D:\SonarWiz-projects\Project4 

Targets folder: 
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D:\SonarWiz-projects\Project4\Targets 

CFS files folder: 

D:\SonarWiz-projects\Project4\CSF 

3.3 Merging Contacts from Project3 and Project4 

Now that the two projects have different project, target, and CSF folder path names, 

their contacts may be merged, just as in Example 1. You just open Project3 pn PC1, 

browse to the ContactDBR001.DB3 file from Project4: 

 

then, merge contacts 0004, 0005, and 0006 by selecting them: 
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The result is a merge status dialog: 
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Then the resulting merged contact database shows in the Contact Manager: 
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4 Contact Import - Special Conditions  

4.1 Duplicate Contact Names 

Try to avoid merging where contacts have the same name. If Project 1 already has 

contact 0000, 0001, and 0002 in it, and you try to import contacts from a second project 

where contact0000, 0001, and 0002 are also named, you will see this DUPLICATE 

NAME indication: 

 

These choices in the CONTACT IMPORT LIST will be GREYED OUT so that you 

cannot select them for import. Instead, rename the contacts in the source project first, 

before merging them into the destination project.  

4.2 READ-ONLY Contact Image Files Issue 

SonarWiz will copy the contact image files from Project 2 into Project 1 when the 

contacts are selected for import and you click OK in the CONTACT IMPORT LIST.  

If the named contact image file(e.g. Contact0004.jpg) is already in the destination folder 

though, and cannot be over-written, SonarWiz will be unable to copy it, and the import 

of that contact will fail with an error message like this: 
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For this reason, it's better to let SonarWiz make the copy, than to pre-copy image files 

from one project to the other, yourself.  

5 Document Versions 

Rev 2, 3/1/2018 New sections added describing duplicate contact names, and read-only 

image files 

Rev 1, 3/31/2014 Initial version created 


